Introduction
The Monroe High School Archaeology Museum, located in Jamesburg, New Jersey, began in 1974 as an experiment to incorporate concepts and methods of archaeology into a high school social studies curriculum. Initially, archaeological surveys had enabled me to take students into the field. Local farmers allowed my classes to survey recently plowed fields where students mapped sites and collected cultural materials from the surface. Then the students catalogued and photographed all the specimens with the professional assistance of the Trenton State Museum and Rutgers University. Having little expertise but much interest, and relying frequently on university and museum professionals, my students and I proceeded cautiously. In the classroom we studied archaeological methods and Native American cultures. The students grew deeply interested in the archeology, demonstrating a respect for both human cultural remains and for a new way of looking at the past.
A Museum Develops
The field expeditions were quite successful, and after a few years much cultural material had been collected. Some of the farmers gave us collections their families had been accumulating for years, even for generations. These collections were also catalogued, photographed, and registered with the Archaeology Department of The Trenton State Museum. We began to think about exhibits, and even more ambitiously, a school-based museum.
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